Thinking about Leadership
(Dudley Daniel “Leading the Church” 1989, Chapter
1 - Biblical Leadership)

Important scriptures defining leadership:

We learnt in the first episode of this series what a
leader is NOT:
● Not a DICTATOR who lords over others.
● Not Mr. PROMOTION who sits in an office with
all the privileges.
● Not a SERVANT TO EVERYONE who is afraid
to challenge people.
● Not Mr. NICE GUY just trying to keep everyone
happy.

So what then is a Biblical Leader? The following
seven verses contain some keywords that describe
a Biblical Leader.

Let’s read them and then compile them into a simple
definition of a Biblical Leader.

Numbers 27:16-17 (NIV)16“May the LORD, the God
who gives breath to all living things, appoint
someone over this community 17 to go out and
come in before them, one who will lead them out
and bring them in, so the LORD'S people will not
be like sheep without a shepherd.”

Isaiah 55:4 (NIV) 4See, I have made him a witness
to the peoples,
a ruler and commander of the peoples.

1 Thessalonians 5:12 (NIV)12 Now we ask you,
brothers and sisters, to acknowledge those who
work hard among you, who care for you in the Lord
and who admonish you.

1 Timothy 5:17 (NIV) 17The elders who direct the
affairs of the church well are worthy of double
honor, especially those whose work is preaching
and teaching.

Hebrews 13:7 (NIV) 7 Remember your leaders, who
spoke the word of God to you. Consider the
outcome of their way of life and imitate their faith.

Hebrews 13:17 (NIV)17 Have confidence in your
leaders and submit to their authority, because they
keep watch over you as those who must give an
account. Do this so that their work will be a joy, not
a burden, for that would be of no benefit to you.

1 Peter 5:1-3 (NIV)1 To the elders among you, I
appeal as a fellow elder and a witness of Christ's
sufferings who also will share in the glory to be
revealed:,2Be shepherds of God's flock that is under
your care, watching over them—not because you
must, but because you are willing, as God wants
you to be; not pursuing dishonest gain, but eager to

serve;3 not lording it over those entrusted to you, but
being examples to the flock

SIMPLE DEFINITION:

“A Biblical Leader is someone who goes ahead of
God’s people as an example. Their job is to serve
God through ruling, commanding, correcting and
directing the church by caring for God’s people
through preaching, teaching and speaking God’s
Word to them as they lovingly watch over them.”

What strikes me about this definition?
1.Leadership is dynamic - a Biblical Leader can’t
lead by standing still. They have to be following
Jesus to set an example for others.
2.Leaders need to be strong - there is a big
element of governing, challenging and directing
which requires courage.

3.Leaders need to be tender - they primarily lead
through speaking God’s Word in a way that
feeds, directs and helps

CHALLENGE:
Have a look at the list of verses again and choose
the one that stands out to you the most
● What caught your attention from this verse?
● How would you rate yourself according to this
verse?
● What could you do to grow to live out this verse
more?

Next Episode: Part 1 of 10 Questions a Leader
Needs to ask themselves.

For more notes visit:
https://outlookchurch.co.za/mustardseedleadershi
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