


FOR THE FACILITATOR

Encourage the group to take turns reading
and answering questions. It is best to ask the
questions as they appear instead of waiting
till the end.

TOPIC : The Goodness of the Father

Sermon audio:
www.outlookchurch.co.za/sermons/330

Reader 1

Matthew 7:11
10Or if he asks for a fish, will give him a snake? 11If
you, then, though you are evil, know how to give
good gifts to your children, how much more will
your Father in heaven give good gifts to those

who ask him!

https://outlookchurch.co.za/sermons/330


Some of us will have grown up with good
dad’s, some with not so good dad’s, and
some with no dad’s at all. But the Bible
shows us that no matter what our situation
was with our earthly fathers, that God the
Father will always be the best father to every
one of us.

Reader 2

But what does it mean to call God a good
father?

Luke 18:18-19
18A certain ruler asked him (Jesus), “Good

teacher, what must I do to inherit eternal life?”
19 “Why do you call me good?”Jesus

answered. “No one is good—except God
alone.



When the man addressed Jesus and asked
him this, Jesus first questioned why the man
called Him good, before He answered the
question. Jesus told the man that only God is
good. This wasn’t to say that Jesus is good,
He is! But that is because Jesus is God.

Jesus asked the man this because He
wanted to show him that only God is good,
what this shows us is that the standard for
goodness is God Himself. What this meant
was that Jesus treated the word ‘good’ as if it
was reserved for God alone, because if God
is good, nothing else can measure up to that
standard.

Question 1: How have you seen the
goodness of God in your life? What does it
mean to you to say that “God is good”?



Reader 3

Just like Jesus had a revelation of God being the
standard of goddess, Moses also had a revelation
about the goodness of God.

Exodus 33:18-19
18Then Moses said, “Now show me your glory.”

19And the Lord said, “I will cause all my goodness
to pass in front of you, and I will proclaim my
name, the Lord, in your presence. I will have

mercy on whom I will have mercy, and I will have
compassion on whom I will have compassion.

Moses wanted to see the Lord in His full
glory, and God’s answer to this was to show
Moses His goodness. What God is saying
here is that His glory is His goodness.



God’s glory is expressed through His
goodness, and His goodness is expressed
through His mercy and compassion.

Reader 4

Nehemiah also had a revelation of God’s
goodness:

Nehemiah 9:25
25They captured fortified cities and fertile land;

they took possession of houses filled with all kinds
of good things, wells already dug, vineyards, olive
groves and fruit trees in abundance. They ate to
the full and were well-nourished; they reveled in

your great goodness.

Nehemiah was looking back at the history of
Israel and saw that God’s people revelled in



His goodness. To revel is to bask in
something and enjoy and appreciate it
greatly. Nehemiah saw that God’s goodness
was something to revel in.

Nehemiah 9:35
35Even while they were in their kingdom,

enjoying your great goodness to them in the
spacious and fertile land you gave them, they
did not serve you or turn from their evil ways.

The greater your revelation is of God’s
goodness the better your relation with God
will be. You will know God’s goodness and
because of that you will trust that He will only
act in goodness, because that is His nature.



Question 2: Is God’s goodness apparent in
your life? Can you see when God is good,
and do you revel in His goodness?

Reader 5

David faced so many struggles but he was able to
hold himself together because of his revelation of
God.

Psalms 23:6
6Surely your goodness and love will follow me

all the days of my life,and I will dwell
in the house of the Lord forever.

David knew that no matter what as long as he is
following the Lord the goodness of God will be
following him.



Psalms 27:12-14
12Do not turn me over to the desire of my foes, for

false witnesses rise up against me, spouting
malicious accusations. 13I remain confident of this:
I will see the goodness of the Lord in the land of
the living. 14Wait for the Lord; be strong and take

heart and wait for the Lord.

David displayed this through his confident
assurance that God’s goodness will always be
following him even when things look bad.

Reader 6

James was the younger brother of Jesus. He was
the pastor of one of the big early churches after
Jesus’ resurrection. James learnt something
powerful about the goodness of God:



James 1:16-18
16Don’t be deceived, my dear brothers and sisters.

17Every good and perfect gift is from above,
coming down from the Father of the heavenly

lights, who does not change like shifting shadows.
18He chose to give us birth through the word of

truth, that we might be a kind of firstfruits of all he
created.

James knew that if something was good, it had to
have come from God. And in the same way, if it
comes from God it has to be good.

God cannot change. He cannot be good only
sometimes, God is good all of the time.

Question 3: What new revelation of God’s
goodness stands out the most to you?



SHARE YOUR HIGHLIGHT

Take turns sharing what stood out to you the
most from what we read and why?

ACTION STEP

What action step can you take to ensure that
you dedicate your dining room table to the
lord.
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