


FOR THE FACILITATOR

Encourage the group to take turns reading and answering
questions. It is best to ask the questions as they appear instead of
waiting till the end.

TOPIC : God’s Justice

Sermon audio: www.outlookchurch.co.za/sermons/321

READER 1

QUESTION #1 Have you ever felt someone has acted unjustly
towards you? How did this make you feel?

The Justice of the Cross

God's justice against sin was displayed to the world when He
allowed Jesus to be sacrificed for our sins.

God is a god of justice, and because He is a god of justice, He
must be just.

Hebrews 1:8
“But to the Son he says, “Your throne, O God, endures forever and

ever. You rule with a sceptre of justice.”

God rules His Kingdom with justice. Corrupt kingdoms will always
crumble and fall. But God’s Kingdom is just, and will last forever.

But why was it just for God to let His son die for us?

https://outlookchurch.co.za/sermons/320


Genesis 2:15-17
“The Lord God placed the man in the Garden of Eden to tend and
watch over it. But the Lord God warned him, “You may freely eat

the fruit of every tree in the garden— except the tree of the
knowledge of good and evil. If you eat its fruit, you are sure to

die.””

READER 2

Adam and Eve made a willful decision to disobey the will of God.
God clearly instructed them that it was wrong to eat from the tree
of knowledge of good and evil, and yet they did. They willfully
chose to sin against God by disobeying Him.

Romans 6:23
“For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life

through Christ Jesus our Lord.”

Because of their sin, they were doomed to die. They may not have
died immediately as we might expect, but they were cut off from
God, which meant that they would one day die. The sin of Adam
and Eve, condemned us all to live apart from God, and in sin.

Isaiah 53:5-8
“But he was pierced for our rebellion, crushed for our sins. He was

beaten so we could be whole. He was whipped so we could be
healed. All of us, like sheep, have strayed away. We have left God’s
paths to follow our own. Yet the Lord laid on him the sins of us all.
He was oppressed and treated harshly, yet he never said a word.
He was led like a lamb to the slaughter. And as a sheep is silent



before the shearers, he did not open his mouth. Unjustly
condemned, he was led away. No one cared that he died without
descendants, that his life was cut short in midstream. But he was

struck down by the rebellion of my people.”

It was the sin of one man that condemned us, and the complete
righteousness of one man — Jesus, to set us free from that
condemnation.

Question #2 Share an example of when you did something you
know was wrong and suffered the consequences for it.

READER 3

Paul explains how Jesus does this for us in Romans:

Romans 5:17
“For the sin of this one man, Adam, caused death to rule over

many. But even greater is God’s wonderful grace and his gift of
righteousness, for all who receive it will live in triumph over sin and

death through this one man, Jesus Christ.”

We freely receive the righteousness of God by accepting Jesus as
our Lord and Saviour. Jesus paid for everything on our behalf. His
death for sin became like a gift voucher you get when you return
something at a shop that you don't need. That voucher can then
be used for what you do need.

Jesus’s death, the death the Father’s justice required covered all
our debts. If we acknowledge what Jesus did that day.



That day He made us righteous. We need to transfer from the
Kingdom of death to the Kingdom of life. We do this by
repentance.

Question #3 Has anyone stepped in, excluding Jesus, when you're
supposed to receive punishment and taken the punishment for
you?

READER 4

Let’s look at three pictures of what someone who has accepted
Jesus’ righteousness looks like.

Picture 1: They are  “born again”. Born into the line of Jesus the
Christ. No longer under the line of Adam and death. How does this
happen? Through Jesus’s blood and the filling of His Holy Spirit.

Picture 2: Is the picture of Adoption.

John 1:11-13

He came to that which was his own, but his own did not receive
him. Yet to all who did receive him, to those who believed in his

name, he gave the right to become children of God.

Jesus is our Older brother who was redeemed to the Lord. We
need to receive him as our Lord and become adopted into Jesus'
family.

READER  5



Picture 3: Marriage. The two become one flesh.

Romans 6:4-5.

We were therefore buried with him through baptism into death in
order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead through the

glory of the Father, we too may live a new life.For if we have been
united with him in a death like his, we will certainly also be united

with him in a resurrection like his.

We are united with Jesus into His resurrection. Entering into a
covenant with Him. United in baptism. He gives us His
righteousness.

We will all face the throne one day. Will you face the throne of
judgement or the throne of grace?

Question #4 Have you ever received mercy when you should have
received judgement?  How did this make you feel?

READER 6

The resurrection is the display of victory of Jesus over all power of
death. But it is also the enforcement of God's justice. Death had
tried to take hold of Jesus



Acts 2:24

But God raised him from the dead, freeing him from the agony
of death, because it was impossible for death to keep its hold

on him.

Death could not take hold of Jesus, for He had no sin, so God was
justly able to enforce His law and bring Jesus back from death.

Hebrews 1:8

But about the Son he says, “Your throne, O God, will last for
ever and ever; a sceptre of justice will be the sceptre of your

kingdom.

God’s Justice needed to be enforced. The tomb is the display of
the enforcement of God's justice. Death had to occur but the word
that tells us that the enemy has no hold on someone who is
righteous. The tomb was not the end. God's righteousness in
Jesus prevailed over death, and His justice was enforced.

Jesus was the act of God's justice taking place. God enforces that
justice for those who are in His righteousness. That we may be
righteous because of Jesus.

READER 7

Romans 1:16-17



For I am not ashamed of the gospel, because it is the power of
God that brings salvation to everyone who believes: first to the

Jew, then to the Gentile.

The righteousness of God is revealed through God's Gospel.

Ephesians 1:18-21

I pray that the eyes of your heart may be enlightened in order
that you may know the hope to which he has called you, the
riches of his glorious inheritance in his holy people, and his
incomparably great power for us who believe. That power is
the same as the mighty strength he exerted when he raised
Christ from the dead and seated him at his right hand in the
heavenly realms, far above all rule and authority, power and

dominion, and every name that is invoked, not only in the
present age but also in the one to come.

We need to contend for the justice of our God. God is just, but the
world is unjust.

Question #5 Have you ever had to contend for the justice of
God? How persistent were you?

READER 8

Luke 18:1-8

Then Jesus told his disciples a parable to show them that they
should always pray and not give up. 2 He said: “In a certain



town there was a judge who neither feared God nor cared
what people thought. 3 And there was a widow in that town

who kept coming to him with the plea, ‘Grant me justice
against my adversary.’

4 “For some time he refused. But finally he said to himself,
‘Even though I don’t fear God or care what people think, 5 yet

because this widow keeps bothering me, I will see that she
gets justice, so that she won’t eventually come and attack

me!’”

6 And the Lord said, “Listen to what the unjust judge says. 7
And will not God bring about justice for his chosen ones, who

cry out to him day and night? Will he keep putting them off? 8 I
tell you, he will see that they get justice, and quickly. However,
when the Son of Man comes, will he find faith on the earth?”

We cannot afford to be passive about God's justice, we need to
actively be praying into it and persistently asking God for His
justice to take place on earth. Knock and keep knocking till you
see a breakthrough.

Sometimes we as believers can fall back into sin through choices
that we make.

James 5:16

Therefore confess your sins to each other and pray for each
other so that you may be healed. The prayer of a righteous

person is powerful and effective.



Sin can often cause our bodies to decay and be sick. Sometimes
healing comes with repentance. We know this because sin has
consequences, but if we repent and seek out God’s righteousness
we can move back under God’s throne of grace and receive
healing.

HOW DO WE RESPOND?

Remember God is a God of justice.
Choose to accept the price Jesus paid on the cross for you.
Repent where you have allowed yourself to entertain the enemy in
your life.
Accept your place adopted into the family of God.
Live in His resurrection power.

SHARE YOUR HIGHLIGHT

Take turns sharing what stood out to you the most from what we
read and why?

ACTION STEP

What action step can you take in order for you to Ensure you stand
one day before the Throne of grace and receive mercy?
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